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who at one time lived in the county that then
included what is now Union County, was
John Reynolds—-the Old Ranger. The ap-
pellation of Old Ranger was given him for
his great services in the soldiery that fought
the Indians. In the early days, these soldiers
were mounted men, and often they were
designated in their military capacity as
rangers. "

Gov. John Reynolds was a native of Penn-
sylvania, and came to Illinois and located in
Kaskaskia in the year 1800. Only eighteen
years after the first American flag had been
unfurled over all this territory, and the land
had becowe a part and parcel of the posses-
sions of the United States, under Lieut.
Todd, who had been commissioned by Gov.
Patrick Henry to come here, take possession
in the name of the United States, and put in
force and operation the principles of our
present free and enlichtened Goverrment.
Gov. Henry wrote this important document
within hearing of the booming of the guns
of the Revolution. The Governor appointed
a messenger to bear the important commis-
sion to Lieut Todd, who was fighting the
Indians and British somewhere in the North-
west, and it took the bearer nearly or quite
a year to find Todd and invest him with
the important authority of organizing and
establishing upon an enduring basis the
benign government that now blesses so many
people of the great Mississippi Valley. Thus
it was the soldier, Lieut. Todd, who laid the
foundations of a free government here, and
upon this foundation has risen the grand
- supersitructure we now behold, and, as before
remarked in this work, a great deal of credit
is due the early lawyers of Southern Illinois,
and among the earliest and most valuable of
these, to the then young Territory, was John
Reynolds, whose life, after he came here, was
spared to us sixty-five years. He was a re-

markable man in many respec
hereof first saw him in 1844, anq , his boy.
ish eyes the Old Ranger was the one great
man that he ever expected to gee, He w:

tall, slim, erect, with classical fﬁ'.:tl]res. Softs
white hair, moderate mutton-chop whigkm;
of the same color, with a wonderfully pane..
trating, restless gray eye. It was a warm day,
and he had his coat off, aud his shirt colly,
unbuttoned, and was battling for Polk fo,
President. He talked rapidly, and held the
closest attention of the men, women and chil-
dren present, ever and anon appealing per.
sonally and by name to some voter in tke
audience, and always addressing him by his
given name, and so adroitly did he manage
this, that by the time he would finish his
speech he had thus appealed to about every
voter in his audience. It was told of him,
that in about every county in Southern Il
linois he could pass through them on an elec-
tioneering tour, and shake hands with every
voter he met, and call kim, by his given
name. His knowledge of men, his ready wit,
his practical, shrewd sense, his big, warm and
generous heart, and incorruptible integrity
both in private and public life, were the
sources of his invincible power among the
people. When the least bit embarrassed, he
had a singular way of rubbing his hand down
over his face and uat the same time giving his
nose a slight pull. His speeches were some-
what in a familiar conversational manner,
and interjected with side remarks that were
explanatory and often intensely amusing. In
many respects he was admirably equipped
for a great and successful demagogue, and
for sixty-five years he plied his vocation to
such an advantage that he occopied from
time to time rearly all the exalted positions

in the State, as well as Financial Agent of

the State in negotiating the Internal Im-

provement Loan of $4,000,000 to Europe.

. The Writey
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It is not proposed here to give a detailed
biogmphy of the Old Ranger, for this is g
gamiliar subject to all our people. His last
cars among us was the happy rounding out
of a well-spent and valuable life. And when
gtarted once upon his favorite, theme, the
venerable old kindly face would kindle and
flame with recollections of the pioneer times
and people, and his talk became ag intensely
interesting as his fund of incident and unec.
dote seemed inexhaustible, and of Lim and
about Lim there was current nmong the pouple
nearly an equal fund of anecdote. 'These
the old Governor never referred to in his
conversations, especially that one in refer-
ence to his sentencing, while on the circuis
bench, a man to be hung: * Mr. Green,” said
the Judge, addressing the prisoner, ‘““the jury
and the law have found you guilty of murder.
I am very sorry for you Mr. Green. I wish
you would send word to your friends down on
Flat Creek that it was the jury and the law,
and not me, that sentenced you to be hung.
What day would suit you best to be hung,
- Mr. Green? Woell, 1 will do all I can for
you. The law permits me toextend your lifo
four weoks and I will give you all tho timol
can.” Thoen addrossing the clork Lo snid :
“Mr. Clerk, I wish you would look at the
almanne and see if next I'riday four weoks
comes on Sunday?” “ Yousee, I don’t want
to hang you on Sunday, Mr. Green.” And
thus this really sad and afflicting duty of this
kind-hearted official was gotten through with.
Green was duly hung, but his friends on Flat
Creek, as Green exhorted them from the
scaffold to do, always afterward voted for the
Old Ranger unanimously. _
The old Governor would often in l.ns
speeches, especially if there were ladies
Present, tell the story about his riding ah?ng
the road one day in the early time,and coming
U) w.52 4 woman who was drivingan o

x teamin the
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and wagon. He tinally asked her opinion f
the country. “Oh; wel] * said the ogd
dame, “ it seemsg to be good enough for gmen
: Th(? first term of the Cireujt Court convened
In Union County was in J onesboro, at the house
of Jacob Hunsaker, May 11, 1818; Daniel
P.'C()Ok, Presiding Judge_ A picture of
this pioneer court room and tho gathering of
ﬂm people in this humble log houso of jus-
tice, in their hunting shirts, coon-skin caps,
Rud generally each man with his shot-pouch
hanging to his sido, and early as it was in
the spring, many of them barefoot, and the
others with deer-skin moccasins; when the
grand jury, after being charged by the court
with the affairs of the county and the weal
or woe of litigants or criminals, filed out in
solemn silence in the charge of an officer of
the court, who conducted them a short dis-
tance in the woods to their grand jury room,
which consisted simply of a log lying be-
peath the old forest trees; and then, after a
hot trial as to whom the meat belonged to of
a cortain wild hog that one hunyter had shot
and avother had captured, to seo the potit
jury similarly filo out to nnothor log in
anothor part of tho woods to be “locked up,”
or rathor seated on another log to deliberate
on their verdict. We say, this in a picture
would now look curious and very rude in-
deed. And so it was in soIo respects, and
yet when more deeply studied and under-
stood, it would be seen that thefe wero ‘lu.are
log court house, with all its primitive

14 men of ability, education,
hat might have adorned
historical woolsacks in

in this
surroundings,
and forensic talents, t
the most elevated or
the world.

Daniel P. Cook

. Illinois as se
hlswry;tita except Stephen A- Resiglas

will take his place in the
cond to no other man
He
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came from Missouri to Kaskaskia a very
young man and in very delicate health; stud-
ied law with his uncle, Nathaniel Pope; was
admitted to the bar, and at once took his
position among the ygreat lawyers of his day;
was the Territorial Delegate in Congress,
and framed the measure and passed it
throngh Congress admitting the State into
the Union; in 1819, was elected Attorney
General of the State, and afterward a mem-
ber of Congress, defeating McLean in a con-
test extending all over Southern Illinois, and
that was conducted by joint discussions, and,
it is said, was never excelled for displaying
great talents, unless it was in the campaign
of Douglas and Lincoln in 1858. Iu the bill
to admit Illinois, the committee reported the
north boundary line of the State to run due
west on a line parallel with the southern
bend of Lake Michigan, and it is due to
Judge Cook that this was changed to its
present line, and thus the fourteen northern
counties, including the city of Chicago, were
taken from the Territory of Wisconsin. He
showed Congress that the lakes of the North
and constant navigation at the confluence of
the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers must not be
separated by dividing State lines-— that
Illinois must be made a Keystone State of
the Mississippi Valley. He then foresaw
would come the great questions between the
North and the South that did come, and his
wise forethought was the architect of the
West and of the Union as we now have it,
and it is highly probable that his action here
did more ultimately to preserve the integrity
of the union of States in the late civil war
than any other one thing in our history.
Such was something of the magnificent
record of a man who sank into his grave at
the age of thirty-seven years, and who nem‘l'y
all his life was an invalid and sufferer. H}B
brief life, his wonderful achievements, his

lingering death from consumption upon the
threshold of his manhcod, are, indeed, “a
strange, eventful story.” His was ope of
the few lives that adorned the morning of
the nineteenth century, and was a blessing to
American civilization that only ignoble de.
scendants will ever forget or cease to cherish.

At this, the first term of the court, the
Sheriff returned the following grand jury:
James Westbrook, George Woolf, John Riton,
John Weigle, John McIntosh, Michael Lin.
burg, Thomas Sams, Joel Boggis, Alexander
Beggs, Benjamin McCravens, James Murphy,
John VWhitaker, Nicholas Wilson, Samuel
Sprood, Rice Sams, David McIntuff, Benja-
min Worthenton, Adam Clapp, Richard Me- -
Bride, George Godwin, Henry Lamer, John
Crise, David Penrod, and Owen Evans. John
Whitaker was appointed foreman.

James Evans, Esq., on exhibiting license
from the Superior Court, was admitted as an
attorney at law.

This was then known as the Western Dis-
trict of the Territory of Illinois.

The first day’s proceedings were a contin-
uance of the case of Daniel Ritter vs. Joseph
Taylor, action on the case. Letters of ad-
ministration were granted John Bradshaw,
on the estate of Charles Murphy. The case
of Joseph Taylor vs. Thomas Giles, con:
tinued. A judgement taken upon confession
against John Stokes, one of the defendants,
for $1.10.

The grand jury returned into court an in-
dictment againsi John C. Thomas, felony.
The court disposed of case of “ Milly, a black
woman,” on habeas corpus, was dismissed.

On the second day, the case of John C.
Thomas, continued for the term. The next
criminal case was the indictment against
Samuel G. Penrod for retailing liquors.

The second term of the court was held by
Judge John Warnock
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pson Renny wus, at the September torm,
818, admitted to practice law. At this
{erm of the court, William Russell is ad.
pitted 88 82 attorney. Mr. E. K. Kane also
appef‘red as an‘ attorney. At this term, John
Rej’noldS. the “ Old Ranger,” appeared as an

attorney:
At a term coort, May 13, Richard M.

Young pl'oduced license and was admitted
as 8D attorney. On Tuesday, September
14, 1819, David T. Maddox was ad-
witted 88 80 attorney. At this term of
the court, Daniel T. Coleman prosecuted his
suit for divorce against his wife, Juduh. A
jury was called and the divorce granted.

At April term, on April 10, 1820, Charles
Dunn produced in court a license to practice
Jaw and was duly enrolled. Thomas Rey-
polds was acting as Circuit Attorney.

- April term, 1821, Thomas C. Browne was
the Presiding Judge. David J. Baker appears
as an active and practicing attorney at this
term.

In another chapter, we have given the order
of the organization of the County Commis-

“sioners’ Court, the platting of the town of
Jonesboro, and the election and appoiniment
of the county officers, and the commence-
went of the work of putting into operation
the county machinery, which constituted the
c01lmt.y's government. \When the little county
ship of State was duly launched, it wes in
power over the large territory that now em-
b.mces Union, Alexander and Pulaski Coun-
;Téoand contained a population in 1818 of
h’a bi; gouls, m:fd was in the number of its in-

. coun;'ims the fifth c.ounty in the State.- The
: 250193 outnumbering it wero Gallatin, with

2‘939.1‘00})10: Madison, 5,450; Randolph,

u’lat‘ ; and 8t. Clair, 4,610. The total pop-
ion of Tllinois at that time was 40,150.

ShJO?BPh Palmer, as stated, was the first

eriff of the county, and he and the Com-

Joh
M.Bf! 1
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missionerg’
= agr;):s Court, upon a settlement, conlq
» 8nd the court ¢lnimed he was IS"GO

behind in hi
is pa
and they ontereI:'i yn;ents of money collected,
e Judgments for that
also assessed the Stat v
was that such del; e Pl
elinquents were to
Per cent per month pay twelve
o from the renderi
ch judgments until the j o
paid. The case was i e.ll}dg[flent Shignldt be
and finally co o litigation some time,
: y compromised by the court all
1ng a part of Palmer’ giun
i . 8 set-offs, and his pay-
g the remainder. In 182 5
i « 4n 1, George Hun-
= Tr was the Sheriff of the county. Ab
ol ) . ner
R acting as County and Cireuit Clerk
and his entire salary for formi :
i performing the
uties of the two offices for one year was $60
Ho resigned. gt
Wi &
18221nstefud D[].HG:, s}t the April term,
: t, of the Circuit Court, was - ap-
501(;1 ed Clerk, by Judge Browne, Presiding
udge. And at the March term, 1823, there
f:pperars upon the records the following :
\'\ instead Davie having been before ap-
pointed Clerk, in the place of Abner Field,
resigned, he presented his bond as Clerk of
the Circuit and County Court, Recorder and
Notary Public.” Thoe bond was approved.
There is no man whose history is more
closely interwoven with the early accounts of
the county, or whose history is more interest-
‘nstructive, than that of Winstead
A complete story of his life would
ke o well-construeted romance. Born
with physical infirmitios that rendered him
—requiring the constant use
he commenced in poverty

the struggle for oxistence, and worked 'out a
careor that points him out as the cluld‘of
dostiny. He was the cripp]ed,.he]ploas in-
valid child of poor parents, with a large

1 i . told of him, that
family of children. It1s t |
in hig youth be overheard his parents talking

and lamenting OVer his affliction and his

ing and
Davie.
read li

a cripple for life
of two crutches—
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gloomy outlook for the future. They agreed
he would be a burden upon them as long as
he or they lived ; that they would tenderly
care for him as long as they lived, then in-
voke the protecting mercies of heaven, and
resign him to this not very charitable world.
The hearing of this covversation was the
turning point in the youth's life. Every
word had sunk deeply in his heart, and,
young and crippled as he was, he looked
fortune in the face, and resolved that he
would go out into the world and tight his own
battles of life. He commenced to educate
himsell, and in a year or two concluded he
was prepared to teach school. It is told of
him that the first house he visited for the
purpose of making up his school, the family
saw the poor cripple hobbling toward their
door, and, supposing he was a beggar,
slammed the door in his face, and he was
compelled to turn away. But he persevered,
and becawe a school teacher. In 1817, he
came to Illinois, and among those rough peo-
ple commenced a school a short distance be-
low Jonesboro. Afterward he was put in
possession of a small stock of goods in Jones-
boro, to sell on commission. For many years
he was Recorder, County and Circuit Clerk,
and Probate Judge, and he was eventually
able to purchase the stock of goods that he
had been managing on commission. So in-
timately had his life become interwoven with
the courts of the county, that when it came
to adopt the design for the county seal,
it appropriately was formed representing
Davie sitting at a desk writing, showing, his
crooked and erippled lower limbs, and crossed
avd forming an arch above the desk were his
tw-o crutches. It is now to be regretted that
this design was ever changed and a new seal
adopted, as was done, and an account of
\\-hu:'h appears in the preceding chapter.
When Mr. Davie had purchased the little

store, he i
he ext:ndtel:;neolﬁzzeﬁdhznt:;:dmt?r' nn.d

4 y e busi.
ness, succezasfully t?ghtmg his way against
Willis Willard, his brother-in-law, or any
and all competition that could come agninst
him, and he retired from office and gave his
entire attention to his business, which soon
grew to vast proportions. He possessed ap
energy, clear, strong judgment and a fore.
sight in all business affairs that were never
at fault. His physical defects were more
than compensated for in his active and pow.
erful intellect, and he amassed great wealth,
and at one time had more omployes and de.
pendents than any other man in the county. -
His master wind gnided and controlled and
managed much of the business affairs of the
county, and here he was even more valuable
to the growing young community than he had
been as an officer and executive in the official
matters of the county. His charity was ex-
pansive and just, and while he ruled with
firm decision and strong emphasis, he scrupu-
lously rewarded merit and never overlooked,
even in his humblest dependents, true worth.
Nature had so equipped him for life that the
very misfortunes that environed him were
converted into stimulants to urge him forward
to the accomplishment of great enterprises,
where others under the same circumstances
would have despaired and turned their faces

| to the poor house.

He married Anna Williard and it is whis-
pered that at this important period of his life
he met the same troubles that attended his
first effort to secure a school. The same old
objection was made, that he was a cripple and -
poor, and here again came back and was re-
newed the great resolve of his boyhood, that
he would have a fortune that should equal or
surpass that of those who urged these objec-
tions against Lim, and he did.

Like the generality of cripples, he Was
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vory gongitive on th.e subjoct, and never al.
Juded to it. When it was spoken of by others
in his presoence, ha would change the subject,
and any attompt to forco sympathy upon him
was sternly rejected.  On one oceasion, aftor
e had gold a customer a large bill of goods,
and all was satisfactorily settled, the custom-
or commenced the usual story of his sorrow
and sympathy for Davie’s misfortunes. Da-
vie mado several efforts to turn the subject,
and when his patience was exhausted Le gave
the man & most meaning look and answered,
+« Yes, yes, but after all it is bettor to be crip-
pled in the lags than in the head.”

Some years ago, Mr. Davio divided the bulk
of his large property among his children and
rotired from business life. His great mind
had burned out its strength and brightness,
and a recluse and an invalid he day by day
and now almost hour by hour calmly awaits
that summons from the high court of God
that will come to us all.

Richard M. Young was among the earliest
lawyers in Union County. He was appointed
pro tem, Circuit Attorney at the March term
of the Circuit Court in 1823. Judge Young
was a bright young man, and had the gift of
fine colloquial powers, and in his intercourse
with men was smooth and urbane, and al-
together an address well calculated to im-
press all he met as a man of excellence and
worth, in which lay the secret of his success,
rather than in the force, vigor and compass
of intellect. His talents were respestable,
and above mediocrity. He was a Ilentuckian,
of spare build, rather tall, educated, and a
lawyer by profession.” In 1824, hio*was
elected by the Legislature one of five C'ircu.lt
Judges, and assigned to the Second Circuit
He was elected to succeed Gep. W.L.D-
Ewing in the United States Senate, and
served out a full term, from March 4, 1837,
to March 4, 1843. Samuel McRoberts was

TON COUNTY,.
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his principal opponent ;

and Gen. Ewing Archio Williams

\lso received some votes
e

the f 7
ormer twenty-one and the latter thirteen
20 Young was appointed by Goy.

g‘ 1839, Judg

lll‘]in on 5 : :

with 3 2 Fhe hite agents, in conneetion
Gov. 1{0) Il()](]ﬁ, to u""'}ti!tt\th Sy

000 canal loun. f 1egotiato the $4,000,-

: ? rpos v 2
] 4o D, lor which purpose they re.
000,000 ir 1 Pe and their advances of $1,-
o ; ) in Illinois bonds to the house of
¢ l:lgh:,& Co., of London, proved a heavy loss

o theS :

{Umxl(:i ‘t:to. 'l('Bt, under party operations, be.
g b‘.. (:nl\tu‘l'lfll term expired, he was made,
g ruary 3, 1842, & Supreme Judge, a posi-
I?D \w{hxch ho held uatil 1347. He died in
Washington in an insane asylum,

Alexander and Abner Field were here at
1.3110 very commencement of the county’s ex-
1stence. They were men of strong charac-
ters, and Alexander Field’s long life career
clearly points out that he was no ordinary
man. He tcok from the very first of his en-
try into the bar a commanding position.
A good lawyer, sound reasoner and a brilliant
orator, either at the bar or on the stump.
He won his way to a large law practice, and
from county ollices was appointed Secretary
of State December 31, 1828, and with a con-
stant war upon him of rival candidates for
that office, he held it until November 30,
1840. When he begame Secretary of State,
be changed his residence to Vandalia and

“nofield, and for years he was one of the

Springheld, <ol

« gireuit riders” of the Illinos bench and
[ : 3

bar, and cont! nued to add to his already ext-l

tonded reputation as one of the colebrut.e

at time that was noted for 1ts
A ave been of

remarkable men. He seems to have rod

o : disposition. He remove
a roving, restleSB. 18]
his b mE; to St. Louis, and for some years
W ' f that city.

‘the foremost lawyers o )
was among thet‘ e Orleans, and there
Then he wen til his death, 8 few years
made his home uutl

advgnced ﬂ'ge'

lawyers of th

ago, at an
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In 1821, George Hunsaker was Sherifl' of
Union County. At the September term f’f
this vear, Constantine Kessler appenred in
olwn.oonrt. and, after taking .tlm oath of
allerinnce, was admitted a citizen of the

United States.
At the March term, 1824, Thomas Browne

was tho presiding Judge. This year, John
Hunsaker was vlected and qualified as SherifT.
In 18256, Samuel McRoberts wus the Circuit
Jndge, Sidney Breese, Cirouit Attorney, W.
Davie, Clerk, and John Hunsaker, Sheriff.

Judge Sumuel McRoberts, the first native
Ilinoisian ever elevated to the high office of
a United States Senator from this State, was
born April 120 1799, in what is now Monroe
County, his father residing on a farm.  He
received a good Euglish education, and at the
early ago of twenty, he was appointed Cir-
cuit Clerk of Monroe County, a position
which afforded him opportunitics to becomeo
familiar with the forms of law, which he
eagerly embraced, pursuing ut the same time
a most assiduous course of reading. Two
years later, he ontered the law department of
Transylvania  Univemsity, Lexington, Ky.,
where, after three full courses of lactures, he
graduated with the degree of Bachelor of
Lawa  He commenced the practice of law

nolds, Mills, Maars, Blackwell, Star, Clark,
Baker, Eddy, McLean, ote. In 1824, at the
age of twenty-fiva, he was elected by the
Legislature one of the five Cireuit Judges.
As Judge, he first publicly exhibited strong
partisan bias. In 1824, he had been a violent
convention advocate and now, in defiance of
A release by the Legislature, he assessed a fine
against Gov. Coles for settling his emanci-
pated slaves in Madison County, without |
giving bond that they should not become a

public charge; he also removed a Circuit
Clerk in the same county,

and appointed |

| term, from March 4, 1S43.

. . A
another in his place, from partisan mot;y o

which caused a great outory at the tine and
contributel largely to the repeul of the Cirenit
Court system in 1827. 1In 1828, he Was
elected a State Senator, and in 1830 waq 4,
pointed United States District .-\ttornu}. L
this State; in 1832, Receiver of the public
money’s in the Danville Land Offico, and in
1839 Solicitor of the*Genoral Lnand Offica at
Washington.  When the State banks of 1837
passed into Whiz control by their organiza.
tion, Judge McRoberts, with others, opposed
them and they were refused the Land Ofice
moneys as deposits, to zid in crippling them.
On the 16th of D(‘(‘l‘lll‘h‘l‘, ].Sl“' Samuel
McRoberts was elected Uuit-ml,Stntm Senator
for a full term, commencing March 4, 1841,
He received on the first ballot seventy-seven
votes, Cyrus Edwards, the Whig nominee,
fifty and K. D. Baker, 1. He died March 22,
1843, in Cincinnati, at the house of his old
friend Judge James Hall, formerly of Shaw-
neetown, on his route home from Washington,
in the vigor of his intellectual manhood, at
the age of forty-four years. Judge Me-
Robert was of medinm height, spare build,
nervous, bilious temperument. His mind
clear and strong and precise. An industrious
student and given to over-exertion. He was
swayed by a stubborn will, high ambition
and unbounded energy. He governed by the
power of will, rather than address and bland-
ishments,

Sidney Breese, who appeared as prosecut-
ing attorney at this same term of the court.
with Judge McRoberts, succeeded R. M.
Young to the United States Senate for a full
He was the
Democratic caucus nominee, and was elected
December 17, 1S42, on the first ballot, by
108 ~votes, to his opponent, Archibald Will-
iams’ 49, :

He was a native of Oneida County, N. Y.,
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e—
- mhmnh‘d in Union College. Ho
o the schovl-follow of Llias Kent
¥ who was his sonior. After the latter
]‘""T on nmmintud Secretary of State, in
;J::tllh'. ‘;w wrote for young Breeso to join him.
h

This gove Lim groat advantages in the new
i

States % &
¢ law iD Jackson County, but moet with only
Q - .
failure bofore court and jury, and, over-

wlu'lmmi
: n
don his ["l'ﬂfl\‘*ﬂll“l- The next yoar, hoe was

Postmaster at Kaskaskia.  In 1822, Gov.
Bond n[‘lmint.od him Circuit Attorney, in
which position Gov. Jolos retained him, but
Edwards did not.  In 1831, ho prepared and
lmlvlishud “Broeso's Roports” of onr Suprome
Court deaisions, boing the first book over
published in tho Stato. Tho next yoar, ho
took part in the Black Hawk war-—being a
Major.  On the establishment of the Circuit
Court system, in 1830, Lo was chosen Judge,

in which eupacity the McClernand Field caso |

came before him—an exeiting political ques-

tion—concerning the power of tho Governor |

to remove the incumbent of tho oftice of the
Seerotary of Stato, which he decided with
an olaborate opinion in [avor of the relator,
but which the Suprome Court roversed.  Upon
the reorgnnization of that court, in 1841,
resulting in o great part from this question,
he was oloctod one of the five Demoeratic
Supreme Judges. ,

As n Senator, he occupied the scat of his
old schoolmate and friend, E. K. Kane.
Upon the expiration of his term, Le was
olected, in 1890, to the Legislature, and was
made Speaker of the House. In 1805, he
was again elocted Cirenit Judgo, and two
vears later, on tho resignation of Judge
Scates, again elevatod to the Supreme beucl'l,
which position he held to the time of his
death. An estimate of his mental character-

istics, and his estimate as o statesman and
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jurist, wi N

:hiq \:\ll be fouud in another chaptor of
! & “' ) . . i - - \
e ..l . . which is the necount of t)
1mois Contrul Railroad o

In 1820, ho commenced tho practico | of the County

with mortitication, resolved to aban- |

: At tho Octobor torm, 1826, DavidJ. B k
Sr., was appointed  Cirenit e Th

Attornoy
noxt year, 1 o

o Tho
827, Philli
i+ Phillip Hargravo was Shoriff

i and Winstoad Davie filoed
onds and ontered upon a new term

: . of oflico
as Cirouit Clork. ;

In 1828, Wi

- wood was appointed ll‘:‘-:«::u:\i llrh:m Do
Bl am - Wogae ; .. ] ‘-I)tf:u. , l.ltm"m\,\- for
‘ or term, 182N, Phillip Hu.
; grave ontored upon sccond term of Sherifl,
| x'\t the Octobor torm, 1830, Richard J. Ham.-
| ilton was appointed, pro tem., Prosecuting
| Attornoy.  Thoe next yoar, Henry Bddy ap-
. poars as the rogular Cirenit Attornoy.  Octo.
| ber term, 1831, Alvan Cook presented liconso
cand was onrollod. Ao F. Grant was tho
In 1832, the records
| show the namo of John Dougherty as & rogu-

Prosecuting Attornoy.

. lar attornoy of the court; und at this time
| appear tho nuames of Hardin, Rumsey and
i Evans as of tho bur of Union Couuty. In
| 1832, Champin Anderson was sworn into the
. oflico of Shorifl; Davio still Clork; Jacob
; Grammor, Covoner. These wore all ke-elected
Cin 1884, At the May term, 1835, Alexander
;F. Grant was Presiding Judgo, In the
. samo yoar, J ustin Harlan held the Noveoumber
" torm of the cowrt, and John Doughuerty was
" {he Prosecuting Attornoy. Walter B. Seates
was ono of the attorneys at this turmlof
At the April term, 1830, Joptha l'leE-
and samo terny in 1837,
Walter B. Scates prosided. Wiley J. David-
orifl and J acol Grammer wus
In 1540, Jacob Davis was

courk.
din was Judge,

qon was tho Sh
still Coroner.

Sheriff, and Judge C. Campbell, Corover.
1 ‘ May term, 1841, Willis Allen was
At tho Ma) i

Prosccuting Attorneys .un'd mnon\g; ttlllis e
o wua Judge Billings. £ :
‘ a:t:lm?ot:u't. Sidnoy S. Condon wos appointed
2'1 rll‘: Oct..ober torw, 184 1, Willis Allon was,
ork. -
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Cozby Clerk pro tem., who continned 4, fill
the place until the election of the presen,
incumbent, Ed. M. Barnwell. In}1878 thm_é
were olected for this judicial district Judges
Daniel M. Browning, Oliver A. Harker, i

pro tem., Prosecuting Attorney. May, 1842,
John A. McClernand appeared umong the
attorneys. In 1842, Thomas Hodges was
Sheriff, 8. S. Condon, Clerk, and H. F.

Walker, Coroner. . A. Denning was Pros-
ecuting Attorney in 1845,

In 1844, Daniel Hileman was Probate
Judge of the county. At September term,
1847, W. A. Denning was the presiding
Judge; John Grear was County Coroner. In
18449, Thomas Hileman became Clerk of the
Cirenit Court, Mastér in Chancery, and Pro-
bate Judge. The last two offices he has held
ever since, and when he fills out his present
term of office, will have held the positions
thirty-six years—an average life-time. May,
1851, Alexander J. Nimmo was Sheriff, W.
K. Parish, State’s Attorney, and John C.
Albright, Coroner. May, 1852, James Ww.
Bailey was Connty Clerk. In 1853, Syrean
Davis was Sheriff, John A. Logan, Prosecut-
ing Attorney, W. K. Parish, Judge, A J.
Nimmo, Sheriff 1858, M. C. Crawford was
State's Attorney. 1859, Thomas J. Finley,
County Clerk, A. M. Jenkins, Judge, Nimmo,
Sheriff, Hileman, Clerk, and A. P. Corder,

Prosecnting Attorney. 1861, Lorenzo P.
Wilcox, Sheriff. At the May term, 1863,
Thomas J. Finley, Sherift, and at the Octo-
ber term of the same year, William C. Rich
was the Sheriff. 1864, John H. Mulkey,
Judge, W. C. Rich, Sheriff, M. C. Crawford,
Attorney, and Hileman, Clerk. At May term,
1865, George W. Wall was Prosecuting At-
torney, and A. J. Nimmo, Clerk. 1866, W.
H. Green, Presiding Judge. October term,
1867, M. C. Crawford, J udge, Joseph McEI-
hany, Sheriff. 1869, W. C. Rich, Sheriff.
1871, Jacob Hileman, Sheriff, Jackson Frick,
Prosecuting Attorney, and A. Polk Jones,
Clerk. Jones died about one month after
entering upon the duties of his office for the
third term. The Court appointed Henry P.

David J. Baker.

Among the attorneys resident of the cony,.
ty, we have given an extended account of
earliest who were here, including Gov
Dongherty. Succeeding these were M. (3.
Crawford, John E. Nail, James H. Smith
David L. 'Phillipps,’ W. A. Hacker, W. 1,
Dougherty, Wesiey Davidson, Semple G
Parks, who is now Judge of the County Conrt
of Perry County. :
~ W. A. Hacker was a native of this county,
and was educated at West Point. He re.
moved to Alexander County, and died there
a few years later.

W. L. Dougherty was a son of Goy,
Dougherty, and was considered one of the
promising young attorneys of the county.
Wesley Davidson was a school-mate of the
writer of these lines at McKendres Colleze.
He was a good, average bright student, but
was impulsive and inclined to be erratic. He
was drowned a few years ago.

John E. Nail was a common law and chan.
cery practitioner of good abilities. Read
law with J. H. Smith, of Chicago. Located
in Union County, and commenced the prac-
tice of his profession. Married Sarah J.
Dishon.

Alexander N. Dougherty studied law in
his father's (Gov. Dougherty’s) office. Was
admitted to the bar in 1563, and died in
Jonesboro in 1878.

W. A. Spann was a native of Univn Coun-
ty, now of Johnson County. He has been
twice in the Legislature from his district.

W. 8. Day is a native of Tenneszee. He
came to Union County when very youtis
studied law with Judge Crawford, and had
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already reached a prominent position at the

31‘. .
b Robert W. Townes, a native of Illinois,

s admitted 0 the bar in 1861, and imme.
diately went to the war as Orderly Sergeant
:n Company C, Eighteenth Illinois Volun.
teers. He was soon transferred to the Thir-
ty-ﬁmt Regiment and made Adjutant thereof,
acting 88 Acting Adjutant General to Gen.
Logan in the Fort Domnelson battle. He
was promotod to Lieutenant Colonel., When
he returned from the war, ho locuted in
Duquoin, and engaged in the active practice
of his profession. He was elected Prosecut-
irg Attorney for the Third Judicial Distriet,
and served the term with ability and great
fidelity. He was at one time Secretary of
the Illinois State Senate.

David L. Brooks, a sonof Dr. B. W.
Brooks, was & member of the Union County
bar as far back as 1852. He was a very
bright young lawyer. He died in 1845.

Jackson Irick, son of Caleb Frick, was
born iu Jonesborn in 1849. He graduated
at Yale College, and was universally consid-
ered a most promising and brilliant young
man. He studied law with Judge Crawford.
He died on the very threshold of his young

life in 1877,
~Mathew J. Inscore, a nativo of Robinson
County, Tenn. Was admitted about 1800,
and has commanded a large practice.

Thowas H. Phillipps, a native of St. Clair
County, Ill. His biography will be found in
another coluinn.

William C. Moreland, born in Tennessee,
studied law with Col. Bob Townes, and was
admitted in 1877.

Hon. Sidney Greer is a native of Union
County, studied law with Gov. Dougherty;
was licensed as attorney in 1879, and is now
serving u term in the Legislature as & Repre-
sentative,

OUNTY,

$11
tO_rDey, is a native ];:rﬁ:hizf i?seni g
with Goy. DOllgherty v ounty, r-ead law
the bar in 1879, ’ was admitted to

W. C. Ric : sl o
Practice of thlela ‘1‘::: “(I'I‘;‘:t;i ;n b

i o as served the peo.
Ple as County Treasurer ang also us C
Suﬁerintendent of Schools, e

ugh Andrews, o :
in.{.*, attornoys of Lim ncoozf):‘}?.e gl
will be found in another l;m-t
B S e
S i gy
Fiin Blo,o _c studied law with Judge
ke mington, Ill. He has served
?wo terms in the State Senate, commencing
in 1872 and retiring in 1880,

W. B. Maxay came to the county when
three years old, and has lived in Union Coun.
ty. He studied law with W. S. Day and was
admitted to the practice in 1882.

H. F. Bussoy, a native of St. Louis, came
to Annain 1877. He is thirty-one yoars old;
studied law with M. J. Inscore, and was ad-
mitted in 1881.

~ Judson Phillipps is a native Illinoisian,
only recently admitted to the bar, and has
opened an office in Anna.

Townsend W. Foster, of Cobden, was ad-
mitted in 1881.

This iucludes the prominent facts of the

bench and bar of Union County. The rem-
and remarkable cir-

egal

Hiﬂ hi()gruph},
of this work,

iniscences and anecdotes
cumstances of the eurliest day of the I
life of the county are now mostly forgottetzl,
and are buried with those who were here z:n

have now passed away. Pre-

\ s, but : ) ;
by n of Union County,

. s to the organization C : !
:12'::: was here 8 community which grew to

more than two thousand per:nple',, ﬂnd‘.t:j::
literally without “law or gos;;el —wit
schools, churches nroﬂ:ilco;s;: }:a]i g

lice un
courts and PO

law. Their
only
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publie opinion, and a few simple modes of
punishing bad men that were mild, swift,
certain and effective.  Allcrimes above a cer-
tain grade, such as are now here grand and
petit larceny, were punished by banishment,
and others by whipping, and still others by
the contempt and manifest loathing towsrd
the guilty by the entire communuity.

The establishing of the new order of things
came strangely to these people. We believe
it was Gov. Reynolds who tells of an early
court. The grand jury found a true bill
acainst a man for hog stealing. The jury
had not the assistance of trained lawyers to
write their indictments, and they had no idea
how to word it. They searched among the
records and law books, and finally found an
indictment for murder. They copied this,
merely substituting the thief’s name for that
of the murderer, where it occurred in the in-
strument, and depended on an “aside remark”
to the court to explain that that particular
case was hog murder and not human slaugh-
ter. And upon this indictment the man was
tried, convicted, whipped and ordered out of
the country, with as much justice, accuracy,
and with as certain bringing out of the truth
in the case as wasever done in a court where
the most learned and noted lawyer had
drawn all the miserable verbiage and idiotic
iteration and reiteration that would make
a perfect indictment. It is an old story that
pecessity is the mother of invention. In
this necessity of this jury was made a true
discovery, but it was allowed to sleep and be
forsotten. Its memory passed away and left
no impression. The reader can see for him-
gelf the moral force of theincident. It dem-
onstrated that the idea of the old common
law indietment and its technicalities, and
quibs, and quibbles are mers nonsense, and
that their day of usefulness has passed away
centuries ago. The vast intricacies, machin-

ery, subtleties, formalities, red tape and child-

ish puerilities of our ignorant ancestors of

the dark ages—the dreary ages of feudalism

and slavery—are brought down to afflict and

curse the people, and the courts, legislators
and lawyers cling to these barbarisms with g

tenacity that makes our highest courts and

most learned law-makers the objects of the

sneers and contempt of all men of sense. The
result is that the law that should only protect
and guard the people’'s rights and liberties
is a vast machinery of oppression, outrage
and wrong. The courts are largely the refuge
of scoundrels, and the dread and horror of
good men. Can any man tell why we retain
the grand jury—a secret stur chamber—that
is & menace to the rights and privileges of
every good man in community ; with its pre-
miums and rewards to every sneak, coward
and scoundrel in the world to go and stab his
neighbor in the dark and assassinate his fair
name, and make the people foot the bills of
his diabolical acts. This clinging to old bar-
barisms and abominations for centuries are
an index, that cannut be mistaken, that the
majority of men are mere creatures of custom
and habits, and are no more given to look at
things and reflect about them than is & nest
of blind mice.

1818—The convention to adopt the State
Constitution assembled at Kaskaskia in July.
Adjourned August 26, of same year. There
were thirty-three delegates. The Constitu-
tion was adopted withont being submitted to
the peopie. Approved by Congress Deocem-
ber 3, 1818. The members from Union
County were William Echols and John Whit-
aker.

In the State Legislature of the same year
Thomas Cox was Senator, and Jesse Echols,
Representative.

1520 —Edmund B. W. Jones, Senator, and
Samuel Omelveny, Represeatative.

-
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~ 1808-70—John Dougherty, President of
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,1822--John Grammer, Senator; Alexan flie
p. Tield, Ropresentative.

1824—Alexander P. Field, of Union, wag
8 prosidontial Elector. In 1828 Richard M
Young Was a0 olootor, and in 1852 EdWarci

Omelveny.

Assombly, 1824-20 —John Grammer wag
Senator for Union and Alexander ; John S ¥
Hacker and John Whitaker, Representatives,

Assembly, 1820-28—George Hunsaker, Son-
ator, and Alexander P. Field, Representative.

1830-32—Jobn _Grnmmor, Senator, from
Union, Johnson and Alexander Counties, and
Josoph Lu Priestly, Ropresentative from
Union.

1832-34—John Dougherty, Representative
from Union.

1834-36—John S. Hacker, Senator, Brazil "
B. Craig, Representative.
1836-38-—John Dougherty,
tive,
1838—40—John S. Hacker, Senator, and
Jacob Zimmerman, Representative.
1840-42—John Dougherty Represeutative.
1842-44—John Dougherty, Senator, and
John Cochran, Representative.
1846—-48—John Dougherty, Senator, Mat-
thew Stokes, Represontative.
1848-50—John Cochran, Representative.
1850-52—Cyrus G. Sirmamonds, Repre-
sentative.
1852-54—John Cochran, Representative.
1856-58—John Dougherty, Representative.
1858-60—W. A. Hacker, Representative. v
1862-84—James H. Smith, Representative.
1864-80—W. H. Green, Senator, H. w.

Representa-

ntative.

the Senate; Lieutenant Governor-

1872-74—Jesse Ware, Sensator, M. J.

Bepmentutive.

Convention of 1847,

NION counry.

——

Couuties. In the

Q .
J. Allen ropresento | crenHan oot MET, W,

d the same counties,

entertained by our fathors.

Hon. Samue] Hunsnker
while ;

It is from the
_ ond was written
in attendauce at Sprinet

L pringfield upon th
Constitutional Convention of 1847, nn}d li::a adB
dressed to Judge T, Hiloman, :

X BruareLy, 11, July 17, 1847
: lzmm t'im: 1 received your kind leuc}lf of the 10th
nst. on yesterday, and will proceed to give you all
that I unve of interest, though it is but little. We
~are moving along but slowly in framing a constitu-
tion for the people. I am entirely disappointed in
my calculations, knowing as I did that I had but
one motive in coming to this convention, and that
was, to do the will of the people in making such
changes as would be conducive to their interests and
promote thelr future welfare. I reasenably con-
cluded that at least a majority of the members
would feel a like disposition, but, sad and strange to
tell, it appears entirely different, for whenever any-
thing is brought up that looks like retrenchment it
is jumped on by lawyers and doctors and young
politicians and strangled instantly. We have gone
through the exccutive and legislative reports in
committee of the whole, made some changes, but if
we can get them through the convention as they
are, I think they will do some zood, though they
are not according to my mind. The Gov-ernor is' to
be elected once in four ycars, salary, $1,230, appoint

. with a salary of $800; the num-

his own Secretary, : Eh g
ber of members in the Legislature, seventy-five in the

House and twenty-five inthe Scoate, with $2 per day
I -0 days, and §1 per day after that;
for the first forty-two days. . s
10 cents per mile for travel; elections to be 0
first Monday in November, which we of the sou.th are
I-l.inel : opposed to, and will use every exertion to
fxlt;vo c}lmnged. The report of the Lonnmt.;;z.;hor;
the Judiciary will come up 0D M:’n‘u}a g :er; !
ame will oceupy 8t least & week ; 1t 19 4
pre:ionnble I think, in some of its feat\g;rc,uit
i »
jezates three Supreme Judges and }wcl;;, i
5t dges, the Suprem? Judges to receive 'ose -
T d 21,000 per annum. I 8upp
QCircuit Judges ¥ "



salary would not be much oo bigh, but thelr num-
ber Is oo great; it also provides that one term of the
Hupreme Court ebiall be held yearly in each Judicial
Cireult, the Judges, Clerks and all, 1o be elocted by
the people. | have no ldea now that we shall get
sway from here betfore Beptember, and when [ Lok
forward and see the smount of buslness belore us,
and look back on what we have done, (L appenrs as
though we would not get through In twelve months,
but | still-hope for the better, [ still think they
will get thred after awhille, and beeome willing v do
things up and go bome. [ think that [ shall never
have any desire 1o be in such & body again, but |
will try W perform my duty falthfully, 1o the best
of my abilities this time,
good bealth. | have lost no time from the House

Give my respects o all, and acerpt for yoursell my |

true friendship, (Bigned) Bawver Hussaxew

A letler from Jonesboro, published in the
Cairo Bulletin, of Decomber O, 1570, tella of
an episode that throws much light on the

long drawn straggle of rivalry between the |

towns of Jonesboro and Anna.  The letier,
amonyg other things, eays:
8 day of iutense excitement in Joneshoro and
Anna. It is known that a spirit of opposi

tion and rivalry exists between the two placss, |

Two years ago en efflort was made in our
State Legislature to eubmit the question of
the removal of the eounty seat from Jones

boro o Auns o s vole of the people r.di

Uuion Connty. This eflort flailed through

the schemes, ele., of cortain partics. The |

I am enjoying reasonable |

“Yesterday was |
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prermimmion o yresent, ety JAAA ey

rm ¥
raission wis granted, and Me. Willard ruv:!
‘ it Boom ne he eoneluded Lhie rending, Vhe

Connty Judge fined Mesers
hanan wnd Lenes $50 enehs, B0A ordered (7
Lo remanin in the erstindy oA the Wherift wutl|
the fines were paid, for emibarngh. A ot
The Depmty Sherif! immmli.hely Tnre s
them 1o the jail. Upon srrival s the Lirnuy
desslnbes nnd filthy old wome hat, Hr._ '.'.',:'
lard, on secount of i) henlth, eomeludo A
Lo pres s ron prates, wnd puid his fiue
Lobannn aud Lenes, on the SAAERLY, 10t @ by
into the felon’s eoll with & firm wlops mud g
| determination Lo mwait their fate W hens
Mr. Willard returned o Auns snd geve wn
secomnt of the affair, the erciterment brorynred
deseriphion. ‘Lot us g0 over wnd bear down
the jail and liberate ohsnsn snd |

Willned, 3o,

| waid one, ‘Ol what su ousge) ssid s
other.  * Did not our fathers fight the Hevs

lution for the right of petition” was fre.
quently mked. AVorneys left imsmedise ¥

for Cairo with s petition to Judge Baker 1o

& writ oA halwas corpus inbehiall of the pris

| oners,”

O ooirse thens ranrtyrs in the “ old sone
be tile” were in the end libersted —the o1

cibved poople of Anns slegh off their suye
and “ grimn-visage | war wnohled Wis wrink

led front,” but the rivalry sud opposition o
the two Lowns have kegh their fires otill bur.

ing brightly upon the wateh towers.  In ths
matier of moving the eonnty sest, Joms

' boro is in possession, snd with the © nins
: pointe of law,” she bas been able Lo thwest
the plans of Anna thus far.

A little incident in the offies of the County
Clerk ie dosrued worthy of mention: Audrew
Deordf] susrseded Davie s Conuty Clerk
in 1841, and served one term. He wer woc
eseded by Wileoz, who served one Ui
Marshall wae then elertod

-

S

’

| Bandolph V.




Clerk, and had served one term, and was go
opular that he was re-elected, and jast nftor
ho had entered upon his second tw:m ho ran
away, and was nover heard of agoaia, J udge
Hilemun appointed Wesley Davidson to #]]
out his term until an election was held, when
Thomas Finley was elected to thoe office, in
which he remained until 1861, whon A, J.
Nimmo was electod, and the next term James
Evans was olectod, and the Goveruor rofused
as long u8 ho could to issue Kvansg’ cortiticato
of eloction, boeanso he deemed him disloyal.
Evang’ disloyalty, it seoms, econsistod in bo.-
ing the Domocratic editor of the county at
one time, and a strong and vigorous writer:
he had lashed without morey the Bolknaps,
Babeocks and Dorsoys ol the other party,
and therefore he was disloynl. Nimmo waa
elected Clerk again in 1809, and at the ond
of his term William Hanners was elected, and
continued in the offico until 1883, when the
present incumbent, J. H. Hilboldt, was olocted.
The circumstunces attending tho suddon
disappearance of Marshall wero somewhat
singular. He was a man of pleasant address
and great piety, a leading member of the
church and Sunday school His morals were
considered most exemplary. In some way or
other he came into the possession of a coun-
terfeit $20 bill. He had passed it once and
it was returned to him. He bhad offered it
to a Jonesboro merchant, who judged it to
be counterfeit. He then passed it upon a
preacher, who was a book agent, who sent it
to Baltimore, when it was roturned and
marked “counaterfeit,” and agnin it confront-
ed Marshall. By this time tho grand jury
was about to assemble, and Marshall fled.
The following references to all 't,he laws
passed by the Illinois Legislature in refer-
ence to Union County, may prove a valuut-)le
aid to any one desirous of looking up or in:
vestigating these subjects:
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x C?ounty to share in proceeds of Gallatin
Salines; I.. Fobrunry 16, 1831 14" bm'n;w
mmonay to complote county buildingﬂ;, L. Fab-
ruary 1, 1840, 75; A. Doardoff, acts ns Coun.
ty Clerk, logﬁlizod; L. Fcbrum’y 20, 1845
205; managoment of school fund; I4, Murch,
3, 821; taxes of 1844 romitted in part, ae-
count of loss by Ligh water; Id. 1"0hrun1';' 21,
3531 borrow $1,000 to repair comrt house;
L. I*i?hrlmry 11, 1853, 234; borrow $2,500,
to l"}.,l..m joil; Pr. L. Marel 4, 1854, 167; bor-
row 30,000 to build court houso; Pr. T.. Janu-
ary 190, 1857, 25; Sheriff discharged  from
linbility for failing to colloct land tax; L.
Murch 27, 1819, 300; Isaac Worloy indicted
for murdor, chango of venue; Pr. Luws, Jan.
uary 24, 1827, 17; rond, Amerien to Vanda.
lia, ro-location, L. January 7, 1831, 141; ox.
amination of said road botwoen Joneshoro
and county line south, Pr. L. Docember 20,
1832-33, 199; same, Jonesboro to Snider's For-
ry, a State rond, L. February 13, 1835, 122;
samo, Manville's Mills to Saratoga, and Jonos-
boro to Frodouma, locations, L. Ifobruary 20,
1843, 252; Champion Anderson, $28.17, for
selling bank property, L. February 7, 1835,
78. School lands, Town 12—3, sale of; L. De-
cember 19, 1835-36, 130. Saratoga changed
to Western Saratoga, L. Jannary 21, 1843, 297.
Hygean Spring at West Saratoga chartorod; L.
March 1, 1845, 113. County charcoal road
chartered, Pr. L. Fobraary 23, 1817, 160. An-
drow Deardoff, $32.07 repaid; Id. Februury
94 181; Union Turnpike Co., chartored, r.
L. Fobruary 12, 1849, 104; Joneshm:u Pl«:!jlk
Road chartered, Pr. L. February 12, Ibf.’_.l’
112; Amended, Pr. L. February 14, lb?dd;
407; County Agricultural und. I\Iochn'mca

A tored, Id. January 30, 110; Va-
Society chartered, 57, 310; Rand
sated, Pr. L. February 9, 1857 Sy

f victed of larceny, restored; L.
J. Stacy con 1850, 18; Joseph G. Webb re-
February 24, pip: 2 Pr. L. February 21,
stored to citizensbip;
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1867, 812; J. H. MocElhaney robbed of
$9,363.68; time of payment extended, L.
March 13, 1869, 837; D. Gow released from

judgment, on recognizance, Id. April 7,

840.

The total vote of Union County, 1880, was
8,418. In 1882 it was 8,160. Hancock’s
majority in the county for President, 1880,

was 1,120. The total vote of the precincts
were: Anna, 577; Cobden, 473; Alto Pass
415; Dongola, 523; Jonesboro, 575; Mill
Creek, 109; Rich, 218; Stokes, 181; Preston,
42; Union, 152; Saratoga, 201; Meisen.
heimer, 112. 1In the election for Congress-
man, 1882, Murphy (D.) 1954; Thomas (R.)

993; McCartney (Pro.) 86.

CHAPTER VIIL

TIE PRESS—FINLEY AND EVANS, AND THE FIRST NEWSPAPER —* UNION COUNTY DEMOCRAT"—
JOHN GREAR —THE ¢ RECORD,” ¢ HERALD' AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS —HOW THE
TELEGRAPH PRODUCED DROUGHT — DR. 8. 8. CONDEN — PRESENT
PUBLISHERS AND THEIR ABLE PAPERS — ETC.

A cheil's amang ye, takin’ notes.”
—BURNS.

HOMAS J. FINLEY and ‘Jobn Evans |

were the first men that had the nerve to
start a newspaper here away back in 1840—
the Gazette. It was a modest, seven-column,
long primer, Democratic weekly paper.
Finley was the writer, it seems, and Evans
the practical business man. When first is-
sued, it attracted some attention, and those
who could read at all looked through its well-
filled columns with a curious interest, and a
good many people had the enterprise to ba-
come regular subscribers, but the most of
them, we are told, made their subscriptions
very short-timed, as they had no idea it
could possibly live more than a few weeks,
and they only cared to get the first few copies
in the expectation of laying them away, and
after awhile they would have a curiosity to
show the people of what a rash attempt
Evans and Finley had made to establish a
paper in these wild woods. But these print-
ors did the most of their own work,and lived
along in the most economical way and kept

| the paper alive—generally getting it out
! each week, but when their paper failed to
come, or the 4th of July came iu their way,
| or Christmas, and sometimes the circus and
| such distracting accidents and incidents,
! would cause them to miss a week or two, bat
they would rally and make ample amends by
flooding their readers with resounding edi-
torials and anecdotes and quips and italic
lines and exclamation points, that would put
to shame the most hardened grumbler. The
county paper of thirty years ago and now
differed in many respects. There was very
little of this modern, personal journalism
that is 8o common now. Papers then were
more given to long, dry, moralizing and
heavy editorials on metaphysical subjects and
were quite indifferent, compared with papers
of to-day, in the enterprise for news, or scan-
dalous sensations. The appetites of readers
then had not been whetted for much of the
prurient stuff that is now wired all over the
world for the delectation of pewspaper read-
ers. Publishing papers thirty-five years ago
was not so nearly a distinct profession as it
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